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Dear Constituents,
Canadian Federation of Independent Business

Alberta Caucus Open House

Sage Hill Community Association AGM

The House of Commons is in what will likely be its final session of this Parliament. I am busy in Ottawa with the ongoing work of the Public
Accounts committee, which scrutinizes public spending and receives and studies the work of the Auditor General.
In addition, I continue to work at holding the government to account for its actions, and, in particular, the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and
Minister for National Revenue as the Conservative Shadow Minister for National Revenue. I meet with various stakeholder groups who travel to
Ottawa to meet with Parliamentarians, and with constituents whose business brings them to Ottawa, and individuals who wish to discuss
concerns about the CRA. I also participate in debate on bills and motions and in the daily question period.

Evanston Creekside Community
Association AGM

While I am in Ottawa, my Calgary office carries on its work assisting constituents with problems or concerns related to departments and agencies
of the federal government.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate MLAs Sonya Savage, Jason Copping, Jason Luan, Prasad Panda and Muhammad Yaseen
whose provincial constituencies overlap my federal riding. I note that all five MLAs elected who represent my constituents provincially were
appointed to senior positions in the new Kenney government, so I am very pleased by the strong representation my constituents will receive in
the Provincial Legislature.

If you prefer to answer the new survey online,
please visit my website at www.patkellymp.ca

Comments:________________________________________________________________

☐ Part of a multigenerational household

13% of responders said “Yes” and 77% said “No”
10% of responders were “Unsure”

☐ Unemployed ☐ Youth/Student
☐ Working Canadian

☐ Retired ☐ Business Owner
☐ Veteran
☐ Senior
☐ Parent

WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS A (Check all that apply):

Thank you to those who took the time to respond to the previous
question: “Canada signed the UN Global Compact for Migration.
Do you support this decision?”

__ Unsure
__ No
__ Yes

ARE YOU BETTER OFF NOW THAN YOU WERE IN 2015?

SURVEY RESPONSES

In the Community

Chinese Freemasons Seniors Appreciation

Vietnamese Lunar New Year

I also thank Michael Connolly, Sandra Jansen and Karen McPherson for their service to our mutual constituents and wish them the best as each
of them returns to private life.

- Pat

With MLA
Prasad Panda

Kelly

Spring 2019 Contents

Loblaws Receives $12 Million
Corporate Subsidy

Polar Plunge at Arbour Lake

Sherwood Community Association AGM

Appraisal Institute of Canada

With MLA Jason Copping

On April 8th, the Environment Minister announced that Loblaws, a large, profitable corporation,
will receive $12 million to retrofit freezers. The payment is part of the Liberal Government’s
Low Carbon Economy Challenge Champion stream of the Low Carbon Economy Leadership
Fund. The Fund allocates nearly $2 billion for technology which produces lower carbon dioxide
emissions.
Loblaws was awarded $12 million, about a quarter of the cost of its retrofit program, which the
government claims will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by the equivalent of removing 50,000
cars from the road.
Critics have pointed out that the principal shareholder of Loblaws is one of the wealthiest
families in Canada and does not need public assistance to subsidize a profitable business which
could replace its own freezers at its own expense to benefit from savings on electricity. Critics
have also mentioned that Loblaws’ lobbyists frequently donated to the Liberal Party of Canada
and attended cash for access fundraisers with the Prime Minister. Some of the same lobbyists
advised the company to seek the $12 million grant as well.

With Constituent Michael Gretton &
Representatives of Results Canada

Constituent Mike Bingley & youth from the
Canadian Wildlife Federation

With MP Rempel, MLAs Savage & Luan and
Councillors Magliocca, Sutherland & Chu

Met with Constituents on the Hill for
Aviation Day

The government has not released details on how recipients’ progress in implementing retrofit
programs will be tracked or whether awarded funds will be disbursed in lump sums up front or
by installment as retrofit milestones are reached. As in the case of Loblaws, the Fund effectively
subsidizes profitable businesses without making life more affordable for ordinary Canadians.
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Key facts and events include:
• On February 27th, 2018, the Liberal Government introduces an
omnibus Budget Implementation Act (Bill C-74) which includes
changes to the Criminal Code of Canada to enact deferred
prosecution agreements into law. Deferred prosecution agreements
allow corporations facing charges to avoid criminal convictions in
some circumstances. While studying Bill C-74, the Finance
Committee questions why this provision was included in a budget
bill. Bill C-74 passes in June 2018;
• September 17th, Prime Minister Trudeau discusses the SNCLavalin case with Minister of Justice and Attorney General Jody
Wilson-Raybould and Privy Council Clerk Michael Wernick,
pressing her to find a solution to the criminal charges against SNCLavalin, citing jobs in Quebec and both federal and provincial
election considerations. As Attorney General, Minister WilsonRaybould could instruct the Director of Public Prosecutions to
offer a deferred prosecution agreement (DPA) to SNC-Lavalin, but
only if doing so publicly and with recorded reasons. Minister
Wilson-Raybould warns Prime Minister Trudeau not to interfere
with her independence as the Attorney General;
• The independent Director of Public Prosecutions determines that
SNC-Lavalin was not eligible for a DPA;
• Between September 17th and January 14th, Minister WilsonRaybould is lobbied over twenty times on the topic, by the Prime
Minister, his chief of staff, his principle secretary, other staff in his
office, the Minister of Finance’s chief of staff, and the clerk of the
Privy Council;
• On January 14th, 2019, Prime Minister Trudeau removes Minister
Wilson-Raybould as Justice Minister and Attorney General and
names her Minister of Veterans’ Affairs;
• On February 7, The Globe and Mail reports on political pressure
on Minister Wilson-Raybould;
• Minister Wilson-Raybould resigns from Cabinet on February 12 th.
She states that she would like to testify on the matter but is
prevented from doing so by Cabinet confidence and solicitor-client
privilege (the Attorney General is the government’s lawyer);
• The Prime Minister’s principle secretary, Gerald Butts, resigns on
February 18th;
• On February 27th, Ms. Wilson-Raybould appears at the Justice
Committee under a partial waiver of confidence and privilege
which allows her to testify, she says she was subjected to

•

•
•

•

coordinated, sustained and
inappropriate pressure to
interfere in the SNC-Lavalin
case;
Conservative leader Andrew
Scheer calls for the Prime
Minister to resign, stating that
he had lost the moral authority
to govern. Conservatives
continue to raise the matter in
Question Period and media appearances;
Clerk of the Privy Council Michael Wernick announces his
retirement on March 18th;
Ms. Wilson-Raybould submits further documents and an audio
recording to the Justice Committee on March 29th. The recording
corroborates her account of discussions with Privy Council Clerk
Michael Wernick in that she warns him several times about
overstepping judicial independence by pressing her in her role as
Attorney General, yet he continues to reiterate the Prime
Minister’s position on a deferred prosecution agreement;
On April 2nd, Ms. Wilson-Raybould and Dr. Jane Philpott are
removed from the Liberal caucus. Cabinet confidentiality
continues to prevent Ms. Wilson-Raybould from testifying and
giving a full account of events. She mentions that there is more to
the story than what she was permitted to say at the Justice
Committee but that solicitor-client privilege and cabinet
confidence still prevent her from doing so.

The rule of law is an
enduring founding
Canadian principle, and
Canadians are proud to live
in a country where it is
vigorously upheld and
where corruption is rare.
Ensuring that prosecutorial
decisions are made
independently from elected
officials is essential to
Canadians’ confidence that
With Alberta MPs John Barlow & Matt Jeneroux
all citizens are treated
during marathon votes to End the Cover Up
equally before and under
the law. Reports that a Prime Minister and his government were
willing to risk undermining the independence of the Attorney General
and the Public Prosecutor on behalf of a corporation charged with
bribery and corruption for explicitly partisan reasons, raises troubling
questions and risks undermining Canadians’ confidence in democratic
institutions.

Auditor General’s Spring 2019 Reports
As the Shadow Minister for National Revenue,
I was especially interested in Report 3 on
whether the Canada Revenue Agency, Canada
Border Services Agency, and Department of
Finance ensured that the sales tax system for
online transactions was neutral. It revealed that
Canada must update the tax system to
eliminate the unfair competitive advantage
Twice every year, the Auditor General releases which foreign-based digital service providers
Spring and Fall reports on select federal
enjoy over Canada-based providers in terms of
departments which the Standing Committee on collecting and remitting sales taxes.
Public Accounts reviews and reports on to the
House of Commons. On Tuesday May 7th, the Report 1 on government call centres confirmed
Auditor General’s office tabled reports on Call what I have heard from many constituents of
Centres (Service Canada for Employment
Calgary Rocky Ridge: millions of calls did not
Insurance, Old Age Security, and Canada
connect with an agent, waiting on hold times
Pension Plan; Citizenship and Immigration,
could exceed half an hour, information
and Veterans Affairs), Equipment for the
provided by call centre employees was not
RCMP, Oversight of Government of Canada
always accurate, and modernizing and
Advertising, Processing of Asylum Claims,
improving service by call centres will likely
Taxation of E-Commerce, and special
take years of effort.
examinations of several crown corporations.

Report 2 on processing asylum claims
confirmed that a surge in claim volume in
2017 overwhelmed processing capacity and
bogged down the system, that inefficiencies
between government departments slowed the
process, and that delays of several months
were largely due to factors under government
control.
It is uncertain whether the Public Accounts
Committee will have time to study the report
on E-Commerce in the remaining weeks
before the House of Commons rises for the
summer recess. Committees control their own
agenda, determine what to study, and are
reconstituted after every election. As such, the
members of the committee may or may not
decide to study this report after the next
election if it is not addressed before then. The
Auditor General’s earlier reports and plans for
future reports are available online at
oag-bvg.gc.ca .

The deficit this year is $19.8 billion, which
will bring the national debt to $705.4 billion.
Debt servicing charges are now $23.6 billion
per year, which is approximately the same as
the Canadian Armed Forces budget. The
deficit in 2019, combined with those of the last
three years, means that the current government
has increased the national debt more than any
previous government outside of war or
recession.
The Budget which the Minister of Finance
tables each year is a statement of the
government’s priorities. Actual changes to the
law are done through Budget Implementation
Acts, and actual spending is authorized by
votes on what are called the Main Estimates
and Supplemental Estimates. Like the roughly
$7 billion budget implementation fund last
year, this year’s Estimates contain budget
implementation measures which Members of
Parliament are expected to vote to authorize
without vetting them though the Treasury
Board.

The Treasury Board submission and vetting
process involves government departments
preparing detailed plans for how to implement
policies or budget measures, including how
implementation will align with priorities like
value for money and efficient use of existing
resources, how lessons learned affect the new
plan, and the results of previous related
initiatives. Considerable time and diligence
goes into such submissions, including briefing
ministers, documenting the process for future
reference, and thoroughly costing the plan.
Requiring votes on budget measures without
Treasury Board submissions runs counter to
the ancient and essential role of Parliament in
scrutinizing and approving or rejecting
funding requests by the Crown, and risks
program failure for lack of initial diligence.
Budget 2019 also includes several serious
calculation errors identified by my colleague
Kelly McCauley (Edmonton West). For
example, Table A2.11 on pages 304 to 310 of

the paper version is off by a total of $153
million, while some line items like the “Other”
category before the totals is off by $2.2 billion.
Whole sub-departments are also omitted from
the table, such as the Civilian Review and
Complaints Commission of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. Mr. McCauley’s
office caught these errors by simply adding up
the columns, yet the Department of Finance
under this Finance Minister apparently missed
them. After Mr. McCauley pointed out the
errors, the government corrected and re-tabled
the figures.
These errors are significant because
expenditures must be voted on in the Estimates
via appropriations bills. An erroneous table
puts Members in the difficult position of
knowingly voting to authorize mistakes and
mislead Canadians.
$2.2 billion of errors is also significant for its
effects on taxpayers’ confidence in
government administration of the public purse.

Bill C-76, C-406 and Foreign Funding of Canadian Advocacy Groups
The current government has passed electoral
reform Bill C-76, which they claim addresses
the issue of foreign interference in Canadian
elections. However, the bill does not prevent
foreign funding of Canadian third party
organizations that engage in political activity,
such as anti-energy groups in the 2015
election.
On May 22nd, and again on October 30th, 2018
I raised the following concerns in speeches in
House of Commons:
“A foreign third party entity can give money to
its Canadian proxy, which can advertise or
conduct itself in opposition to a particular
party or a particular issue. There is nothing to
prevent the Canadian entity from using that
money perhaps for administration or legal
purposes, freeing up its other resources to
participate in public discourse in politics…
“The Tides Foundation brags about how it
influenced the last Canadian election. On its

website, it takes credit for helping to defeat the
last government. It sent millions of dollars into
Canada. It sent money to LeadNow, which, in
its ‘Harper Report,’ talked about how it paid
organizers to go out and campaign in the last
election and how in 26 out of the 29 seats it
targeted, Conservative candidates were
defeated. It is not a secret. They openly boast
about these activities and about the ability to
influence a Canadian election…”

C-69
My Statement in the House of Commons
on January 30th, 2019:
Mr. Speaker, the Liberals said they bought the Trans Mountain
pipeline to guarantee construction would start in 2018, but the
money just went to build American pipelines instead. They
claim they did not kill Northern Gateway, as if the Minister did
not even know that a ministerial order had been signed and
there was a shipping ban. They claim that the company just
decided on its own not to build Energy East and that it was not
because of regulatory changes. Now, following an Alberta
production curtailment, with another new round of energy
industry layoffs imminent, the government refuses to pull
Bill C-69.
All Alberta wants is for the government to stop making things
worse, stop killing projects, stop dreaming up new ways to kill
future projects, stop insulting construction workers and stop
the empty platitudes. Instead of saying that their hearts go out
to Alberta they should just apologize, or better still,
kill Bill C-69.

To address some of the omissions in Bill C-76,
my colleague Blaine Calkins (Red DeerLacombe) introduced Private Member’s Bill
C-406. The bill sets out to amend the Canada
Elections Act to close current loopholes for
foreign funding. I spoke to the bill on May 6 th
and I plan to vote for it if it comes to a vote.
Complete transcripts of all of my remarks in
the House of Commons are available on
Hansard, under the Parliamentary Business tab
of ourcommons.ca, and videos are available
on my website at patkellymp.ca .

Scam Alert

Bills C-48, C-69, and C-71 in the Senate
As of the drafting of this newsletter in May, three bills with serious and As reported earlier, I spoke against and voted against Bill C-69 at every
far-reaching effects for Albertans, which constituents frequently bring
opportunity. For example, one of my Member’s Statements on the topic
to my attention, are under review in the Senate.
appears in this newsletter.
Bill C-48 legislates a moratorium on oil tanker traffic to and from ports
on British Columbia’s north coast. If this bill becomes law, there will
be no further proposals for pipeline projects like Northern Gateway,
since oil will not be permitted to leave ports like Kitimat.
Bill C-69, which many constituents have contacted me to oppose,
changes the regulatory and environmental assessment process for
natural resources projects. It has been widely criticized for creating
regulatory uncertainty which deters energy project proponents and
investors from considering any future projects in Canada, and for
politicizing what should be a non-partisan approval process by giving
the Environment Minister final approval authority.

Bill C-71 alters Canada’s firearms regulation system: reintroducing a
form of long-gun registry through expanded vendor record keeping
requirements, expanding background checks from five years to lifetime,
and increasing regulation on law-abiding firearms owners. It has been
criticized for omitting any measures to address gang violence as the
primary source of crimes committed with firearms.

The Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada recently
contacted Members of Parliament offices regarding a new
scam targeting immigrants and refugee claimants. Scammers
call potential victims, claim to be from the Immigration and
Refugee Board, use the names of actual IRB employees,
threaten that the potential victim is under investigation, and
demand money.

If the Senate does not complete its study and vote in favour of the bills
before rising for the summer recess, the bills will “die on the Order
Paper” and have to start the legislative process again at First Reading in
the House of Commons if a future government decides to reintroduce
them. Senators’ contact information is available at sencanada.ca .

The IRB does not request money from immigrants or refugee
claimants. If you receive such a call, hang up and call the
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501. If you have
been a victim of such a scam, call the Calgary Police to report
it in as much detail as possible.

Suite 202,
400 Crowfoot Crescent NW
Calgary AB T3G 5H6

On February 7 the Globe and Mail published an article stating that
Justice Minister and Attorney General Jody Wilson-Raybould was
subjected to inappropriate political pressure to interfere in the decision
to prosecute Montreal-based construction and engineering firm SNCLavalin, which is charged with bribery and corruption, before being
removed from her position.

Member’s Statement

Budget 2019

PAT KELLY, MP

The SNC-Lavalin Affair

