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During the summer I am also able to have meetings
with constituents and stakeholder groups at my
This summer is particularly important because of the
The House of Commons rose for the summer on June
constituency office. The feedback I get from people is
many Canada 150 events in the communities of
22 and is scheduled to resume on September 18.
very important to me, so don’t hesitate to contact
Calgary Rocky Ridge. I want to congratulate the
me at my office, or to come over and say “hello” if
The summer months offer me an opportunity to
Scenic Acres Community Association, who received a
spend time with my constituents in the communities Canada 150 grant for its August 26th celebration, and you see me at a community event.
of Calgary Rocky Ridge. It is essential for me to get
the Evanston Creekside and Sage Hill Community
out of the Ottawa “bubble,” to be with the people I Associations for the Symons Valley Canada 150
represent and with my family and friends. I attended Celebrations. These and many other community
many events on Canada Day and during Stampede
events are only made possible through the
week, and I will be at additional celebrations before dedication of volunteers.

Dear Constituents,

returning to Ottawa in September.

Pat Kelly

Jason Yardley, President of ECCA, and Ike Zacharopoulos,
Event Chair of SACA, have volunteered countless hours to
coordinate Canada 150 celebration events in their
communities.

Introducing Andrew Scheer
On May 27 the members of the Conservative
Party elected Andrew Scheer as our new Party
Leader.

possesses an infectious sense of humour. I am
sure that as Canadians get to know Andrew, he
will gain their trust and confidence.

As members of the official opposition, my
Conservative caucus colleagues and I have an
important role to play in the House of Commons.
We scrutinize government bills and spending
estimates, and strive to provide Canadians with
an alternative government-in-waiting. With
Andrew Scheer as our leader, we are very excited
to be working with the person who will guide us
through the next election, who will work hard for
I have had the privilege of getting to know
all Canadians as Leader of the Loyal Opposition,
Andrew since I was elected in 2015. He is
and who will hold the Liberal Government
intelligent, charming, principled, experienced, and accountable for its actions.
Andrew Scheer represents the riding of Regina
Qu’Appelle and was first elected in 2004. In 2011,
at the age of 32, Members of Parliament elected
him to become the Speaker of the House of
Commons, the youngest person to hold that
position. Following the 2015 general election,
interim leader Rona Ambrose selected Andrew to
be the Opposition House Leader.
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PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES
Standing Committee on Access to Information,
Privacy, and Ethics (ETHI)
Before rising for the annual summer recess, the
Standing Committee on Access to Information,
Privacy, and Ethics (ETHI) continued our study of the
Private Information Protection and Electronic
Documents Act (PIPEDA).
The Committee took two days in May to review and
scrutinize the Main Estimates for fiscal 2017-2018,
and thus exercise its role of parliamentary oversight
for Government spending by the Treasury Board. In
parliamentary procedure, the annual Budget
announced in February or March of a year acts as an
announcement and aspirational document, setting
out the Government’s plans for revenue and

expenses for the fiscal year. However, the Estimates
are the legislation which actually authorizes the
Government to spend the funds mentioned in the
Budget. Committees review the Estimates for
departments under their oversight, and vote to
approve, deny, or reduce the spending presented in
the Estimates.

Changes to the Standing Orders:
In the Spring 2017 issue of the House to House
newsletter, I mentioned that the Liberals introduced
a measure which would allow the Government to
change the House of Commons’ rules of procedure
without all-party consent. The debate continued
through the spring session, and after sustained
pressure from opposition parties, the Government
withdrew some of its more egregious proposed
changes to the Standing Orders. However, it did
proceed with a motion to make three minor changes,
contrary to the convention of all-party consent.

ETHI also took a day to start a brief study on the
Privacy of Canadians at airports, borders, and when
traveling in the United States. This new study looks
at some of the recent changes to American
protections for the privacy of Canadian and other
travelers entering the United States, particularly the
On June 20th, I spoke in the House on the subject; a
effects of an executive order excluding non-US
video of my remarks is available on my website.
citizens from protections under the American Privacy
Act.

CANADA 150
Canada Day is when we celebrate the anniversary of
Confederation, the day when Canada became a selfgoverning dominion. It’s a great day to celebrate
Canada with friends, family and neighbours. Canada
Day had special significance this year, since it was
Canada’s 150th birthday.

The founders knew that respect for linguistic and
religious differences would be required to make
Confederation succeed. They also knew that the new
dominion, as it was called, had to be flexible so that it
could accommodate new provinces and welcome new
people from around the world.

Canada did not happen by accident and there was
nothing inevitable about its creation. The unity of
separate colonies in British North America seemed
desirable by many as a bulwark against an
expansionist United States and as a means of greater
prosperity through trade and communication links,
but extraordinary vision was needed to get two small
maritime provinces to join the much larger colony of
Canada, which itself was to be split into two
provinces.

The foresight and vision of Canada’s founders allowed
Canada to become a model achievement of peace,
prosperity, pluralism and freedom.
The overwhelming success of the Confederation
project and the country that was launched 150 years
ago is undeniable.
The evidence is all around us, in the prosperity we
enjoy, the safety in which we live, the generosity that
we exhibit, and the high levels of trust Canadians have
in both their institutions and in their fellow citizens.

It took leadership, cross party cooperation, patience,
diplomacy, compromise and attention to detail to
create Canada.
Confederation was achieved through mutual respect
for the differences between the original colonies and
between Canada East and Canada West.

Let this be a year to celebrate Canada and reflect on
the history of our great country for the past 150
years, while also looking to a bright future ahead.
Former Canadian Citizenship Judge Joy Dirks
conducted a reaffirmation citizenship
ceremony at the Uplands in Hawkwood.

OMAR KHADR PAYMENT
Many people have contacted my office regarding the sentence to be served in Canada, in addition to time
payment of a reported $10.5 million to Mr. Omar
already served in Guantanamo. He was transferred
Khadr.
to a Canadian prison in 2012.
News of the decision to pay Mr. Khadr was first
reported in the media on July 4th; it was then
reported on July 6th that a $10.5 million cheque was
cashed by Mr. Khadr the previous day. An official
statement from the Liberal government followed on
July 7th confirming that a payment of an undisclosed
amount had been made to Mr. Khadr to settle the
lawsuit he originally filed in 2004 for mistreatment
while in US custody.

judgement in Canada.
Paying Mr. Khadr was a choice made by the Liberal
government. They could have seen Mr. Khadr’s civil
lawsuit through to completion. Instead, they chose
to pay him in secret. The House had risen for the
summer; a time when the decision couldn’t be
questioned or debated in the House of Commons.

In 2010, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that
Canadian officials failed to protect Mr. Khadr’s
Charter Rights while in US custody. The ruling called
for Mr. Khadr’s repatriation to Canada, but did not
mention financial compensation. Mr. Khadr’s
Conservative Party Leader Andrew Scheer
transfer to Canada in 2012 was the remedy called for
announced that our party will use its first available
in the 2010 ruling.
Opposition Day in the House of Commons to force a
Mr. Khadr is appealing his US murder conviction. He debate and a recorded vote by all MPs on the issue.
has recanted his confession, which he asserts was
My Conservative colleagues and I will do our utmost
Mr. Khadr was born in Canada and is a Canadian
the product of torture and made under the
to hold the Liberal government accountable for its
citizen. He moved to Pakistan with his family and
inducement of being returned to Canada. He was
actions and compel them to explain not only their
was trained by al-Qaida in Afghanistan. In 2002, he
granted bail in 2015 pending his appeal.
justification for the payment and apology to Mr.
was captured by U.S. forces in Afghanistan, and
Khadr, but also for the secrecy and timing of the
The Speer family and Sgt. Morris successfully sued
detained for 10 years in Guantanamo Bay. He was 15
settlement.
Mr. Khadr in the United States, and were awarded
years old when captured. He was accused of
$134 million in damages. The timing and secrecy of
I look forward to the debate that we will have in the
throwing a grenade which killed Sgt. Christopher
the payment to Mr. Khadr leave an appearance of
House this fall, and I encourage you to let me know
Speer and injured Sgt. Layne Morris. In 2010 he
having been deliberately arranged to block efforts by your views on this matter via this issue’s survey
pleaded guilty to murder, agreeing to an 8 year
the Speer family and Sgt. Morris to enforce their
question on the next page.

CALGARY AND OTTAWA ACTIVITIES

Enjoyed a visit over coffee with residents of Evanston Summit.
Henry Wiebe and Jerry Joynt coordinated a
wonderful breakfast to celebrate Canada 150 at
Watergrove Park.

Students from Renert School visited Ottawa in June.

Did you know?
You are now able to apply for a passport
at Service Canada Centres.
Supporting documents such as birth
certificates and certificates of citizenship
can be validated and returned to
you when you submit
your application.
Toured the Silver Springs Canada 150 Tulip Garden prior to the Bloom
Ceremony. This was a collaborative effort of the Community Association,
the Botanical Gardens, and the Edible Garden Group.

Offered greetings at the Turkish Festival, and
met with Malik Muradov and Ahmed Bozdemir
of the Intercultural Dialogue Institute.

Many celebrated Canada 150 and Eid ul Fitr
at an event hosted by the Islamic
Association of NW Calgary on Canada Day.
Photo credit (above): Abdul Rahman

Many constituents celebrated Canada 150 at block parties on
Neighbour Day and on Canada Day. Thanks to Tuscany Estates Close
residents for sharing this photo.

SURVEY RESPONSES
Thank you to those who took the time to respond to the previous question: “Should the party in power be able to break with long-standing convention and
change the rules of the House of Commons without all-party approval?”
93% of responders said “No” and 7% said “Yes.”
If you prefer to answer the new survey online, please visit my website at www.patkellymp.ca

DO YOU SUPPORT THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT’S DECISION TO SETTLE MR. OMAR KHADR’S LAWSUIT
BY PAYING HIM $10,500,000?
__ Yes
__ No
WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS A (Check all that apply):
☐ Stay-at-home Parent

☐ Senior

☐ Veteran

☐ Retired

☐ Working Canadian

☐ Single Parent

☐ Unemployed

☐ Youth/Student

☐ Part of a multigenerational household

☐ Business Owner

☐ Parent in a two-parent household

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________ Postal Code:_____________________________
Telephone:_________________________ Email:_______________________________________________________________

STAMPEDE

Kicked off Stampede with the RRROCA breakfast at
the NW Family Church. Thanks to Shelly and Stephen
for volunteering with me.

The Uplands in Hawkwood hosted a Stampede BBQ,
and celebrated Canada 150.
Congrats to the Nolan Hill Community Association on their first event, a
well-attended Stampede BBQ!

Served many guests at Kincora’s popular Stampede breakfast.

Line dancing at the Rocky Ridge Retirement
Community’s Stampede Breakfast.
With President David Cox at the
Citadel CA’s Stampede BBQ.

Following the Ranchlands parade, my wife Kimberley and I
served breakfast.

Wrapped up Stampede visiting with residents and guests
at a BBQ at Watergrove Park.

Congrats to the Arbour Lake Residents Association
on their 25th Anniversary!

Pleased to attend Stampede breakfasts at
Hawkwood Baptist (right) and Westview
Baptist (below). Many good questions and
conversations at both events.

Handed out hundreds of plates at the Tuscany breakfast.
Many elected officials attended Joe Magliocca’s Stampede BBQ in Sage Hill.
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