
Dear Constituents, 

On behalf of my family, my staff, and myself, I wish you a 

very Happy New Year! As I begin on the work of 2017, I 

appreciate the privilege of serving you.  

My staff often help constituents by offering direction 

regarding where to find answers and assistance, and may 

make inquiries for those asking for help with federal 

matters such as Employment Insurance, Citizenship, 

Immigration, CPP, OAS, GIS, Income Tax, and Veterans 

Affairs. In Ottawa my staff help me to prepare for 

committee work and other Parliamentary duties. 

For those impacted by the economy, please know I am 

aware of the challenges many individuals and families are 

facing, and I will continue to hold the Liberal Government 

to account for the impact their policies have on Alberta. I 

appreciate you sharing your concerns with me, and 

encourage you to continue to do so in order for me to 

represent you in Ottawa. I will continue to advocate for 

you on matters of federal jurisdiction.  

Reflecting on the year past, my colleagues and I have 

worked tirelessly to scrutinize legislation brought forward 

by the government and to offer constructive alternatives. 

Please visit my website for links to my speeches, 

statements and questions in the House of Commons, my 

roles in Ottawa, voting record, photos and videos, and to 

various resources which may be specifically helpful to you 

as a constituent. 

My priorities for 2017 will be to bring questions and 

concerns to the floor of the House of Commons on your 

behalf, to continue the important work of the Access to 

Information, Privacy and Ethics Committee, and as deputy 

critic for Treasury Board, work with my colleague Phil 

McColeman to scrutinize its operation. I will also continue 

to take every opportunity to meet with and listen to you, 

my constituents. 

Sincere best wishes, 

         - Pat Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The previous Conservative government put significant 

funding and work into plans for Canada’s 150th 

birthday, and  I am encouraged that the Liberal 

government is following through on some of these 

plans.  

Canada’s 150th birthday provides an important 

opportunity to celebrate Canada’s shared history and 

achievements. Please take time to  remember and 

appreciate key moments and accomplishments in 

Canadian history. Join a local event to celebrate our 

great country, and to acknowledge the contributions 

and successes of Canadians.  

The 150th Anniversary of Confederation is an 

important milestone in our nationhood. Recalling and 

honouring our history allows us to take pride in our 

national identity. 

In the Spring of 2016, my office shared information 

with community associations, schools, churches, and 

other organizations in the riding regarding available 

grants to celebrate Canada 150, and some have 

reported back that they will hold local celebrations in 

2017.  

In October I was invited to participate in the Fall 

Planting Ceremony at the Half Moon Garden in Silver 

Springs, as the Botanical Garden was one of 400 

applicants, and one of only four gardens in Calgary, to 

be awarded over 1000 red and white tulip bulbs to 

mark the anniversary. Residents prepared a special 

place for the bulbs, and we gathered to plant the 

tulips in a maple leaf-shaped plot. We will return in the 

spring for a Commemorative Bloom Ceremony.  

If you have a Canada 150 celebration planned, please 

contact my staff, and I will attend as many as my 

schedule allows.  
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COMMITTEE WORK 

The House of Commons Standing Committee on 

Access to Information, Privacy, and Ethics (ETHI) 

had a busy Autumn session. We concluded a study 

of the Privacy Act, which is the primary law 

governing how government departments and 

agencies collect, store, share, and/or destroy 

personal information gathered about Canadians. 

This involved carefully reviewing and reporting on 

the independent Privacy Commissioner’s 

recommendations for ways to ensure the 

protection of Canadians’ privacy.  

We also held update interviews with the Lobby 

Commissioner and the Ethics Commissioner. Their 

respective terms had been renewed for a further 

six months, and we wanted them to review their 

earlier terms and forecast upcoming issues.  I took 

the opportunity to ask their professional opinions 

on the ethical implications of so-called cash-for-

access fundraisers being held by the Liberal Party.   

Lobby Commissioner Karen Shepherd confirmed 

that she was concerned by media reports of 

registered lobbyists organizing political 

fundraisers, and confirmed that her office was 

“looking into” whether or not these events 

breached the Lobbying Act.  Ethics Commissioner 

Mary Dawson also expressed concerns over the 

activities reported in the media, and later said the 

fundraisers sounded “unsavory” to her. 

Next, our committee undertook a study of the 

Security of Canada Information Sharing Act (SCISA) 

which the previous government passed to facilitate 

cooperation and information exchange between 

intelligence agencies, law enforcement, and other 

parts of government as part of an overall anti-

terrorism approach. Our goal was to find the 

correct balance between facilitating the necessary 

work of government in protecting Canada’s 

national security, and maximizing protection for 

Canadians’ privacy in a coherent and sensible 

information use regime. 

As of drafting this article, we were still working on 

the SCISA study. We also plan to study and 

recommend updates to the Personal Information 

Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA) , 

which governs private sector personal information 

use in Canada. These studies at Committee are one 

way in which Canada’s laws keep up with changing 

circumstances. Privacy and access to information 

legislation are especially important to keep up to 

date, given how quickly information technology 

changes and that current legislation dates from the 

80s, before the internet existed. 

In addition to my work on the Access to 

Information Privacy and Ethics committee, I have on 

several occasions participated as a substitute 

member of the Special Committee on Electoral 

Reform.  In early October I travelled with the 

committee to hearings in Whitehorse, Victoria, 

Vancouver, Edmonton and Yellowknife.  During 

these hearings the committee heard views from a 

variety of academic experts, election officials, and 

activists on electoral reform. 

 Committee work is a very important part of the 

legislative process and I expect to be very busy 

with my committee responsibilities in 2017. 

PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES 

Mortgage Rule Changes: 

In October the Minister of Finance announced a 

number of changes to government insured 

mortgages.  The changes were announced without 

prior consultation with the mortgage industry or 

consumers, and some of the changes enacted 

make it harder for some borrowers to qualify for a 

mortgage.   

My background of working as a mortgage broker 

for over twenty years put me in a unique position 

to challenge the Liberals’ new mortgage rules and 

raise questions in the House about the impact of 

the new rules on young families and first time 

home buyers. 

I asked several questions on the topic during 

Question Period, challenging the Minister of 

Finance on simultaneously warning homebuyers of 

the risks of borrowing during a time of low interest 

rates on one hand, while using low interest rates as 

justification for borrowing over $30 billion this year 

to fund his budgetary deficit on the other hand. 

Videos of my questions, speeches, and public 

statements are available on my website: 

patkellymp.ca. 

Fall Economic Statement, November 1, 2016: 

Summary: 

On November 1st, the government released the 

Fall Economic Statement, an update on economic 

and fiscal projections for the next five years. In 

brief, spending is up, borrowing is up, and 

economic growth is down.  

Economic Growth: 

The economy is now forecast to grow by 1.2% in 

2016 and 2% in 2017, instead of 1.4% and 2.2% 

respectively, as the Liberal government had 

originally planned. Slower growth means lower tax 

revenue and more borrowing to fund the same 

level of spending. Indeed, slower growth accounts 

for $24.8billion of the $31.8billion in new debt 

which the government plans to incur. There is 

currently no projected date for returning to 

surplus. 

The government is also on track to index the 

Canadian Child Benefit to inflation starting in 

January 2020. According to the Parliamentary 

Budget Officer, this will cost $42.5billion over five 

years. Since the government has not budgeted for 

this increase, it will mean more deficit spending, 

higher taxes, or cuts somewhere else. Since CCB is 

an ongoing entitlement, as opposed to a project 

with a fixed end date, continuing to fund it with 

borrowed money creates a structural deficit. 

Infrastructure: 

Spending on Phase 2 of the government’s 

infrastructure plan is now projected to cost 

$81billion over 11 years instead of Budget 2016’s 

plan for $48billion. Of the various projects which 

Phase 1 of the infrastructure plan funded, 

construction had only begun on one of them, as of 

the drafting of this article in November. The 

backlog of projects from Phase 1 will delay the 

economic effects of Phase 2 spending.  

Jobs: 

According to Statistics Canada’s Labour Force 

Survey released in November, overall employment 

was up due to an increase in part-time jobs, but 

there were 23,100 fewer full-time jobs than the 

same time last year. Between October 2015 and 

October 2016, the employment situation improved 

somewhat for women, increasing by 61,000 jobs to 

reach an unemployment rate of 5.3%, but 

worsened for men with a loss of 68,500 full-time 

jobs, bringing their unemployment rate to 6.4%. 

Youth (ages 15-24) employment is also down by 

25,200 full-time jobs compared to last year, with an 

overall unemployment rate of 13.0%.  Overall, there 

have been no net new jobs created since the 42nd 

Parliament began last fall. 

CETA: 

The government tabled Bill C-30 to ratify the 

Canada – European Union Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA).  My conservative caucus 

colleagues and I support ratification of CETA, 

which we believe will lead to significantly increased 

trade with EU, the creation of 80,000 Canadian 

jobs, and add $12 billion to Canadian GDP.  I made a 

speech in the House in support of the agreement 

on November 23 paying tribute to the diligent 

efforts of Canada’s hardworking professional 

negotiators, the previous government’s Ministers 

Gerry Ritz and Ed Fast, former Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper, as well as the commitment of the 

current government, Minister of International 

Trade Chrystia Freeland, and the Prime Minister, to 

see this important trade agreement ratified.  



 

HAVE YOU OR ANYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD LOST A JOB OR EXPERIENCED A LOSS OF INCOME  

DUE TO THE CURRENT ECONOMY? 

__   Yes __  No  

 

WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS A (Check all that apply):  

☐ Stay-at-home parent ☐ Senior  ☐ Veteran  ☐ Retired 

☐ Working Canadian ☐ Single parent ☐ Unemployed ☐ Youth/Student 

☐ Part of a multigenerational household ☐ Parent in a two-parent household  

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________ Postal Code:_____________________________ 

Telephone:_________________________ Email:_______________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to those who took the time to respond to the previous question: “What are your top 3 
priorities/concerns?” We received responses from 286 constituents, many of whom provided 

additional comments. 

 

The top three priorities/concerns are: Jobs/Economy, Debt/Deficit, and Natural Resources/Pipelines 
 
In response to the feedback received, and in cooperation with my Alberta caucus colleagues, I plan to 

hold a series of Alberta Jobs Taskforce roundtable conversations with constituents in early January. We 

plan to discuss ways the federal government could help get Albertans back to work.  

 

If you prefer to answer the new survey online, please visit my website at www.paykellymp.ca 

JOBS AND THE ECONOMY 

IN OUR OFFICE  

Alan Tennant and Cheryl Trask, of the Canadian Real 

Estate Association (CREA).  

Canadian Alliance of Student Associations: Camilo 

Gil (SAMRU), Shifrah Gadamsetti (SAMRU), Julian 

Teterenko (AUMA), and Gar Gar (SAITSA). 

My Ottawa staff marked the 

occasion of my first year in office 

with chocolate cake! 

Adam Martin, owner of Crowfoot’s 

Community Natural Foods. 

Allan Vinni (Fort McMurray) and Paul 

Harris (Red Deer), with the Federation 

of Canadian Municipalities. 

Neil Waugh, Tony Pietrangelo, and Rob Kinsey, of 

the Pipe Line Contractors Association (PLCA). 



PAT KELLY, MP 
Suite 202,  
400 Crowfoot Crescent NW 
Calgary AB T3G 5H6 
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OUT IN THE COMMUNITY 

I attended various ceremonies to pay my respects 

during Veterans Week and on Remembrance Day.  

The Field of Crosses sunrise ceremony drew attention 

to over 3000 white crosses which paid tribute to each 

fallen soldier from Southern Alberta. From there I was 

invited to join veterans and students at the Kensington 

Legion. Thank you to The McCann Family Foundation 

and The Calgary Poppy Fund for making the Field of 

Crosses possible, and for Bill Cox, President of The 

Royal Canadian Legion, North Calgary Branch No. 264 

for hosting breakfast and sharing veterans’ memories 

afterward. 

Pleased to donate to the Veteran’s Food Drive hosted 

by MLA Prasad Panda. 

A nostalgic visit to my high school, Bowness, to 

participate in their ceremony 

on November 10 and to lay 

the wreath. The school’s 

renovations look great! 

Honoured to join Michelle Rempel, MP for Calgary 

Nose Hill, to lay the wreath at the Chapelhow Legion, 

and pleased to meet Don Leonardo, President of 

Veterans Canada. 

SAMRU Student 

Connect Event with 

Tim Barnes, PC MRU 

Club President, and 

Tom Kmiec, MP for 

Calgary Shepard. 

Our crew’s cheers for the Calgary 

Stampeders were not quite enough for a 

Grey Cup victory. 

Presented awards at the Nigerian 

Canadian Association of Calgary (NCAC) 

Gala Nite, a celebration of Nigeria’s 

Independence Day.  


