Telephone:_______________________ Email:______________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________ Postal Code:______________________

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

If you prefer to answer the new survey online,
please visit my website at www.patkellymp.ca

Comments:____________________________________________________________________

☐ Part of a multigenerational household ☐ Parent in a two-parent household

91% of responders said “No” and 9% said “Yes.”

☐ Single parent ☐ Unemployed ☐ Youth/Student
☐ Working Canadian

☐ Veteran ☐ Retired ☐ Business Owner
☐ Stay-at-home parent ☐ Senior

WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS A (Check all that apply):

__ No
__ Yes

Thank you to those who took the time to respond to the previous
question: “Do you approve of the Liberal government’s track
record on resource development, including pipelines?”

A BALANCED BUDGET?

SURVEY RESPONSES

DO YOU BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA TO RUN

CALGARY ACTIVITIES

Serving meals and performing
the “address to a haggis” at the
Burns Dinner with the
Caledonian Society at the DropIn Centre.
Enjoyed visiting with seniors at Evanston
Summit (left) and Evanston Grand Village
(above).

www.patkellymp.ca

Constituent Charan
Kamal Dullat,
Pharmacist and
business owner (right).

Rick Rathier, a member of the
Canadian team which won the
2018 Strathcona Cup in
Scotland. This is the world’s
oldest curling competition.
Impressive!

Many thanks to Karan
Dullat and Samuel
Blackett (above) and
Samuel Marroquin
(left) for volunteering.

Storytime at the Sage Hill Library.

Met some of the U of C’s
bright young leaders:
Tyler van Vliet and Alisha
Gordon (above)
Ryan Wallace and Rio
Valencerina (right).

Annie Wong and Rick Man hosted the Dat Coon
Club Chinese New Year Celebration and Senior
Appreciation Banquet.

@PatKellyMP

@PatKelly_MP

processes as well as the Treasury Board’s process With the help of my hard working staff in both
for the government’s main estimates (see page Calgary and Ottawa, I do my best to respond to
2).
all constituents who contact my office in a timely
The House of Commons resumed sitting on
manner. The feedback I get from people is very
January 28, and since then I have spent most of
I also spend a significant amount of time
valuable to me and I use correspondence from
my time in Ottawa on Parliamentary business.
addressing the large volume of email messages constituents as an important barometer for
and other communication from constituents on public opinion among people in Calgary Rocky
After the Christmas break I was named to the
Standing Committee on Government Operations a wide variety of topics. Some of the topics I
Ridge.
have heard about most frequently include the
and Estimates in addition to my responsibilities
future of Kinder Morgan’s Trans-Mountain
As always, I thank my staff, interns and
as Shadow Minister for National Revenue and
Expansion pipeline project, the Summer Jobs
volunteers who help me make the most effective
member of the Conservative Caucus finance
team. This committee’s mandate is to study the Program attestation, the Prime Minister’s trip to use of my time. Juggling all of my different
India, the Liberal Government’s new
responsibilities in Calgary and Ottawa can be a
“effectiveness and proper functioning of
environmental review bill (C-69), the Liberal
challenge, and I look forward to the Summer
government operations, on the estimates
Government’s new firearms bill (C-71) and the
months when I will be back in Calgary and will
process as well as on the expenditure plans of
Canada Revenue Agency.
have more time to connect with residents of
central departments and agencies.”
Calgary Rocky Ridge.
Please feel free to contact me with your views at
Since I joined this committee, it has studied
any time on any topic related to federal policy.
aspects of the government’s procurement

- Pat

In addition to questioning the Minister at
Committee, I also challenge her through
questions in Question Period, questions on the
As Official Opposition Shadow Minister for
Order Paper, and short speeches at
National Revenue, I take every opportunity to Adjournment Proceedings at the end of the
challenge the Revenue Minister on tax policy
House of Commons’ workday. These questions
and hold her accountable for the performance often stem from concerns brought to my
of the Canada Revenue Agency. On May 3rd,
attention by constituents or tax professionals,
the Minister appeared at the House of
such as CRA’s long delays in processing
Commons Standing Committee on Finance to adjustment requests and objections,
justify the money which CRA was allocated in inaccurate audits and reviews, and the
Budget 2018.
significant uncertainty created by the so called
“reasonableness test” for dividends paid by
This provided an opportunity for me to
small business owners under the Liberals’
question the Minister on how she will use
changes to business taxes.
funding for CRA to correct issues raised by the
Auditor General’s report which found that
In March I travelled to Prince Edward Island,
64% of calls to CRA call centers are
where as Shadow Minister for National
disconnected without reaching an agent, and Revenue I held a number of meetings with tax
of those which do reach an agent, 30% are
preparers, small and medium sized business
given incorrect information. It also gave me
owners, the Charlottetown Chamber of
the chance to follow up on information which Commerce, the Mayor of Charlottetown and
CRA officials or the Minister promised they
local media to talk about tax policy, the
would provide to Committee, such as how
federal budget, and a number of other
many declined applications for the Disability
concerns.
Tax Credit have been manually reviewed as
promised.

Canada Revenue Agency:
New Year
celebration with
the Alberta
Azerbaijani Cultural
Society. Thank you
to Alex Gubski for
the photos.

403-282-7980

Dear Constituents,

Met with Shona
Robinson, Andrea Engi,
Nicole Green and Dallas
Spiecker about the
Canadian Environmental
Protection Act (left).
Met with the CNIB National
Manager, Advocacy, Lui Greco
accompanied by his service dog
Onyx.

pat.kelly@parl.gc.ca

Kelly

Many of the concerns raised by residents of
the Island were very similar to those from all
other parts of Canada, including right here in
Calgary Rocky Ridge. Many business owners
were concerned about the tax changes that
will come into force with this year’s budget.
Accountants and taxpayers alike also raised
concerns about the tax audit and objection
process and service issues at the Canada
Revenue Agency.

New Format
The House of Commons’
Printing and Mailing Services
has changed the format of
“Householders” to a more
modern look. Improvements to
their technology processes
allow this newsletter to be
printed in colour at the same or
lower cost of the 2-colour
versions you used to receive.

Trans-Mountain Pipeline Expansion

Government Operations Committee

My Conservative colleagues and I, including

publicly telegraphed an intention to engage in

construction of the pipeline. My Conservative

Each year, Parliament votes to authorize the

Conservative colleagues and I believe that, unless address questions on spending authorities for

Leader Andrew Scheer, have strenuously and

delaying tactics, the Conservative opposition

colleagues and I believe that any bailout or use

government to spend tax dollars. It reviews and

changes are made to this proposal in legislation,

procurement delays, such as on the timeline for
replacements of Canada’s aging CF-18s. The

2018. I posed a series of questions on military

repeatedly pushed the government to exert

warned the Federal Government of a looming

of taxpayer funds to buy, build or finance the

votes on all spending allocated to each and every the $7.4 billion could be an unaccountable slush

federal jurisdiction regarding the Kinder

crisis over the project.

Trans-Mountain Expansion project would

department so that Canadians know exactly

represent a colossal failure of government

where the money goes. This review is done at the Conservatives took the opportunity to question

Minister’s officials replied that the Request for

House of Commons Standing Committees.

Proposals will go public by Spring 2019, a

Morgan Trans-Mountain Pipeline expansion
project, to end the dispute between Alberta

Conservatives used a designated Opposition

policy given that Kinder Morgan has not asked

and British Columbia and establish the legal

Day motion in February to “call on the Prime

for a bailout and had been fully prepared to

certainty which Kinder Morgan needs to

Minister to prioritize the construction of the

privately finance its construction based on the

proceed with the project. As an infrastructure

federally-approved Trans Mountain Expansion

approval that it had received from the Federal

project which crosses provincial boundaries,

Project by taking immediate action, using all

Government. Federal leadership was needed

the pipeline falls within federal jurisdiction,

tools available; to establish certainty for the

much earlier to get this pipeline built privately

and is not under British Columbia’s authority

project, and to mitigate damage from the

and without any public money.

to block.

current interprovincial trade dispute, tabling

fund.
the President of the Treasury Board extensively

On May 3rd, the President of the Treasury Board, about this proposed fund and raised serious

contract should be awarded by late 2020 or early

which is the paymaster for Canada’s public

concerns that it lacked accountability and

2021, and that the plan is to have the new fighter

service and the department responsible for

parliamentary oversight. At that time, there was

jets integrated and fully functional by 2025.

actually spending tax dollars as laid out in the

no legally mandated way of tracking where

On overall military procurement, including for

Budget, appeared at the Standing Committee on

money disbursed under the fund actually ended

new fighter jets for the air force, resupply ships

Government Operations to justify the money

up once handed over to the various departments. for the navy, and armoured vehicles for the army,

which his department was allocated by Budget

For example, if the Canada Revenue Agency

a nearly $2 billion gap exists between funds

2018, and to discuss a new $7.4 billion fund

received over $33 million to improve service at

allocated to National Defence in Budget 2018 and

his plan in the House no later than noon on

As of the date of drafting this article, the issue

which the current government sought to

the call centers, there was no means to ensure

that required by the military procurement plan

Thursday, February 15, 2018.” The Liberal

remains unresolved. Conservatives continue

establish to enable faster spending on priorities

that all $33 million was actually spent on the call

laid out in Strong, Secure, Engaged. Defence

laid out in the Budget.

centers instead of some of it going to other

experts warn that this gap will grow as Strong,

priorities without Parliamentary approval.

Secure, Engaged calls for significant increases in

Government voted against our motion, stating to use every reasonable opportunity to
that their approval of the project was all that

advocate this pipeline and the legal tools

was necessary to ensure construction.

available to the Government of Canada to see

A $7.4 Billion Slush Fund?

it through to completion.

The Parliamentary Budget Officer, procedural

Did you know? Helpful facts about Parliament
The primary role of the Official Opposition is to hold the
government of the day accountable for its policies and
performance. We mainly do this by questioning them closely on
legislation and administration, such as in the daily Question
Period which most Canadians have seen at some point. It is
called Question Period, not Answer Period, since the
government is under no obligation to provide direct and
relevant answers.
In contrast, the government is required to answer questions
officially placed on the Order Paper within 45 days. Each
Member of Parliament may submit up to four Order Paper
Questions at a time to request detailed, accurate, and relevant
information about government administration and
performance.
As Official Opposition Shadow Minister for National Revenue, I
routinely submit Order Paper Questions concerning various
aspects of the Canada Revenue Agency’s performance, such as
on processing times, Disability Tax Credit statistics, disciplinary
processes, performance bonuses, and so forth.

spending on military procurement over twenty
years.

Public Works and Procurement

By April 8th, Kinder Morgan announced that it

specialists at the Library of Parliament, and other On May 10 , the Minister of Public Works and

was suspending work on the project until it

experts raised concerns that the government

was certain that all legal issues were resolved

could use the money for almost any purpose. My Committee on Government Operations to

th

Procurement Canada attended the Standing

so that it could proceed without further
obstruction. It declared that it would abandon

PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES

the project if such certainty was not achieved.
As soon as the House of Commons resumed
A pro-pipeline rally at McDougall Centre in April
drew over a thousand people who want TMX to go
ahead.

sitting on Monday April 16th, Conservatives

The pipeline expansion project was approved

a motion calling on the Prime Minister to

by the National Energy Board in 2016.

invoke federal constitutional authority to

In May to June 2017, the BC NDP and Green

declare the project to be in the national

called for and were granted an emergency
The view on Parliament Hill of the construction waste during the
removal of the $8 million temporary hockey rink, metres away from the
world’s largest skating rink, the Rideau Canal.

debate on the subject. The Senate also passed

The Federal Liberal Government has signalled
Recognizing the BC government’s hostility to

an apparent willingness to use undefined

the project, and knowing that they had

federal financial measures to help facilitate

Hon. Jason Kenney was a witness at a Finance
Committee meeting in May. He made a statement
about the federal carbon tax and answered
questions from MPs.
Peter Davis, Chris Gray, and Bernard Morin from Tax-Filer Empowerment
Canada.

Budget 2018
In February, the Liberal government released

authorities, and face questions on the Budget.

installment of discussions on spending

Budget 2018. It confirmed that Canada’s

At this meeting I asked the Minister about the

authorities. At this meeting he was repeatedly

finances are now in a structural deficit with no

continued deficit, and pointed out to him that

asked what the cost of the new Federal Carbon

projected date to return to a balanced budget.

all the provincial and territorial Finance

Tax would be to the average Canadian family,

Implementation of this budget will create a

Ministers are either running a surplus or have a and again refused to answer the question.

national Carbon Tax and changes to the

publicly stated plan to return to balance, and

taxation of small businesses, including a

that he is the only Finance Minister in Canada

The Minister also refused to answer questions

“reasonableness” test for the payment of

without a projection for a balanced budget. He

about the changes to the taxation of small

dividends to related shareholders and changes

did not answer when repeatedly asked why he

businesses at an earlier committee meeting.

to the taxation of passive income.

did not have a projected date for a return to a

Despite these continued refusals to answer

balanced budget.

budgetary questions, my colleagues on the

On March 26th, the Minister of Finance

Corinne Pohlmann and Ashley Ziai with the Canadian Federation of
Independent Business.

Calgary Police Association President Les Kaminski and Director Pat
Stachniak.

Conservative economic affairs team will

attended the House of Commons Standing

The Minister also attended the Finance

continue to ask clear and pointed questions

Committee on Finance to discuss spending

Committee on May 2nd for the next

about the budget and its effect on Canadians.

Calgary-based Olympians visiting Ottawa: Brooke
Apshkrum (Luge), Melissa Lotholz (Bobsleigh), and
Kim McRae (Luge).

Penny Walsh McGuire, President,
Greater Charlottetown Area Chamber
of Commerce.

MP Kerry Diotte and I met attendees of the National
Student Commonwealth Forum on Parliament Hill.

Robert McCullagh and Wade Baldwin with Advocis, The Financial

Advisors Association of Canada.

PAT KELLY, MP

tool available to stop the project.

Suite 202,
400 Crowfoot Crescent NW
Calgary AB T3G 5H6

Party formed a coalition, agreeing to use every interest.

